Renal transplantation in AA amyloidosis associated with Whipple's disease.
Whipple's disease (WD) is a chronic infection caused by Thropheryma whipplei that usually manifests with intestinal, articular, pulmonary, neurological and cardiac abnormalities. Rarely, WD has been associated with renal AA amyloidosis.We report a 50 year-old male with nephrotic syndrome and renal failure whose renal biopsy revealed extensive AA amyloidosis. Amyloid was not found in other organs, namely in gastrointestinal tract and bone marrow. There was no evidence of chronic inflammatory disease, and despite detailed investigation, the diagnosis of the underlying disease remained obscure. Eight months after referral he started peritoneal dialysis. Three years later he developed anorexia, weight loss, anemia, and recurrent attacks of non-bloody diarrhea. A biopsy of the small intestine showed typical histological findings of WD and PCR was positive for T. whipplei. He was treated with ceftriaxone followed by co-trimoxazole, with remission of complaints and histological features. Three years later the patient underwent successful cadaveric kidney transplantation. In this case, AA amyloidosis preceded the manifestations of WD. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of kidney transplantation in a patient with amyloidosis due to WD. Recurrence of amyloidosis in renal graft is not expected.